Is there a role for antifibrinolytics in pelvic and acetabular fracture surgery?
Pelvic and acetabular fractures are rare, complex injuries associated with significant morbidity. Fixation of these injuries requires major orthopaedic surgery which in itself is associated with substantial blood loss owing to the extensile operative approach and prolonged operating time required to address the complex fracture anatomy. In order to reduce morbidity, a multifactor approach to blood conservation must be adopted. The use of antifibrinolytics to reduce operative blood loss is well documented in many surgical specialties, including orthopaedic surgery. Elective spinal surgery and joint arthroplasty have benefited from the introduction of antifibrinolytics; however, their role in trauma and fracture surgery is not fully defined. Pelvic and acetabular fracture surgery would benefit from further investigation on the benefit and safety of these agents. Routine use cannot be recommended at this time but agents may be considered on a case-specific basis.